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Rosamond Jacob (1888-1960)

Dramian Daoyple

Al rey life [ hawve had a ‘complex’ againet self- cometituted authonity or
weurnptiors of euperior dignity. I hate it in the male eex, in Chnoches,
in hrmamity e oppoeed to anirmale, In anetogacy, 1N @TplTes, 10 wWhite
people, in everything relating to eodal ideas of dase.

osarmmond Jacob, known to haer
Rfri&nds and fanily as Rose, waas
bom in Wataeford on Cetobar 15,

1888, the third child of Herl etta and Lods
Jacob. Her sistar, Bettry, diad at age five and
B.ose and her brothe, Tor, borm in 1884,
ware wught by Marla Walpole, a friend of
the faraily, who lived nest door to thar
horme on Mewton Hill, Waterford Ax the
age of tan cha want to the praparatory dass
at Mewtown 5dhool, the Cualer school in
Watarford, She was miseable thare, being
constantly teased by her pears who con-
sidarad her mollyeoddled. Afier a yaar she
rasimed home schooling with a dally govamnass, and later from 1002 to 1006,
lawnied French and Gemran at the Protestant ghls” high school ®

Jacob's parents dafiad the mould of the middla-class Protestint cormrmanivy
of Watarford. They weare agnostlc (though percaived as athests), antl-British,
and sodlaliced little bayond inemediate farmily, Both came from large farlias,
Hanrlatta Harvay (1840-1010), Foosa’s mothaer, was one of filve daughters and

R osame r:l.:;T_f.:J-:-::- B

B.eamond Jacob, unpubliched, incomplete autoblography, Thie and other
rranuectipt on which I have drawn for Jacob® early life are from the private
collecfion of Rosrmond’s mece, Ire. Margaret Shanahan, who landly allow ed
me access to the collecion. (H ereafter, Sharahan Papers). arm extrernely gratefial
to Margar e for her hoepirlity, wanmth and encowragement on the writng of her
aunt’e ebory.

* Ihid.
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thrae sone of Ellzabeth Waring and Thomas Sraith Harvay who lvad just outcl da
Wateford Heanrletta's father -was an orthodox religlons Friend Her mother
bararme an agnostc and har alght children followed. Boose’s fathar, Los Jacob
(184 1-1407T), was one of fwelve In an orthodox Quake family in Clonemel. Ha
rat Hanrl atta thr ough his sistar Huldah, who was married to Hanrl erta’s brothar,
and they marled In 1887 Lowls Jacob, and hisson Torn after hirn, worked for
Hamrlatta’s brothar’s and father’s house-ageney and stock-broking firm in
Waterford.

Har fathar was 2 major Influence In Jacob's life. In her unpublichad
‘Recollactions of Louls Jacob’ she writes that he was

more unique than any other character I have mown . . . fundamenially he
wae lilkeno one aee .. Hehad taro gode, beanaty and Jretice. He wme interastad
in polifice because he widhed that jusice éhould bedone .. All hic life he
epent hie epare time drawing, mod eling, painting in water- colowre. . . The
prreait of artwas hic conception of the rmoet dedrable and abeorbing activiey
knowm to rman

Hea had w0 madn objedlons to raiglon: one was to the Bible, the other was to
tha lives and deeds of paopla who profasced orthodox Chyistlaniry, bar did nor
practlee 1t. He could not respect an orthodon Christlamity that supported the
Brtich Benpira with ie @read and cmelty, or 2 God who ordarad the anirmal
creatlon to be subjedt to, and In dread of, humans,

Though the parents ramained friandly with many of the Ouakers In
Wataford, thalr agnosticlan led to “a kind of solatlon’, while thelr support for
[rich matl onalisyn wwas “obnomious to most Protesmnte.” At the Intamati onal lava |
they syrnpathized with and supportad all opprassad peoples. Her mothe workad
on the cormrmitteas of theloed Sodeary for the Prevention of Crudty to Anirass,
with Jacoblater taking her place in this worle. Ha faither neve bacwmelnvolvad

with amy dubs or organisatl ons.

In ha autoblography, Jasob erplaine that she “swas rearad among middla-
aged paople with unorthodox rminds and artlstle and intallecnial Inter ace, and
[that she] alwrays falt both superior to the childran at school and afraid of therm’
shewas not good at school except for liserature and history. shewas partloulaly
fond of Inch history and Hographies of people hke Joan of Are wheo fired har
lraginatlon. Standsh O Grady’s books on Cudnilainn and the Fanna gave har
a fareallarity with Irish lagend and folllor e, tharnes Jacob would renen to 1n har
wrlting near the end of har lifa. When she was fiftean che bagan reading bocoks
on the United kichmen, WMoore’s Life of Lord Bhuwend Fitzgerald and Theobald
Wolfe Tone's Aubbioprapfy, and developed an inter et which, rmore than threa
decadas later, would cubminate In har Mstory, The Rise of Fre United Trishmen

¥ Shanahan Paper:.
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t7gi-1 7og. Inliteranare, har roajor influences war e Charlotte Brontéd and George
Blict. In her sarly vaars as a suffragist her politiesd influences incuded Anna
Haslarn, & Cuakar and founda of one of the firer Inch suffrage comlatles In
1874,4 and the ninetsenth-cennry 115, fardiniers, Lueetla Mot and Amalia
Bl oormer.

Jacob became agive in the adtural and political movements In [reland in
the 18gos. she was 2 marmnbar of both the Gaalle League (foundad In 1805 by
Douglas Hy da) and Inghinidhena hEiresnn? (L aaghtes of Iraland), 2 natlonalist
wornan's or ganlsaton foundadin 1000, Sheand he brothar Tom wa s rnanbars
of the Mational Leagne, which ermergad after Parnall and Davitt dishanded the
Land Laague In 1g08 both were founding membare of Waterford's 5inn Bain
Club and canwassed for the first 5inn Fan eandidate to man for Waterford
corporatlon. In the same yaar she began learning Irish and spant one month of
the next twro srremers taking Irich at Ring, County Watarford. She was alean
Irich danecar, sought after to teadh other studants different steps. Though she
straggled with the langaage In the baginning, she was able to cpeale and waite
Irish for the rest of har lifa,

Az i mambe of the Gadle Laague Jacob tock Inch languags classes, wwas
Involved In local Gaelie Leaague meetings, and often travelled to Dubhin to hear
Drouglas Hyda and othars speale. The League’s caltural confinas were s Dt on
In Jacob's wiew and her wish to ses It actively politleal 1= erldent in her 1908
proposal, ‘should the Gaelie Lesgue bacome Politieal?’” which won the
norinatlon for a debate at one of the League’s Wateford rmeetings. she was
also partleularly Interested In the taadhing of Irch history and the use of Ishin
the public schools.

In rural aress, often predorminantly Catholie, her faninist consd ousnass
and unorthodox rellglous ballafs contrastad charply with the 1des of the memb s
of the organlsations to which she bdongaed. It was within the Gaelic Leagus
that che “diseoverad the doclity of Catholles to thar clargy and the dergy’s
detarrninatlon to control then In all deparenente of hife.” Har frastratl on ermer gas
In a dlary entry whare an upeoming calll 1= discucsad at 2 meating:

A lot of thern wanted to haveitherein the roorme, 6o that was certlad apparantly,
and then they got aiting up rough about the foreign dandng. [defended it
ze well 26 [ cowdd bk they were nearly all ageinet me, & [ never heard Fr.
Crrmonde talkeo much nomsence ina given time before. Hemid round dances
wrere girictly barred by the church and that they weare iromoral, & ageinet the

4 See Mary Cullen, “Anre Mara Haclarm', in Mary Cullen and Maria Luddy {ede),
Women, Power and Consiousnes in MNencicenth-Centty Treland: Eight Biogwephical
Stedies (Cubling, 1004), pp. I6I-I064.

* See Margarer Ward, Ubmanggarble Eaclutionavier: Women and hish M fonclizn
(Lordon, 1083), pp. 40-87.
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fith & gth comerandmente, *or what pee call the Tthand 1oth’ (thie to rme) and
to the bet of roy remeambrance caet aepereions on every decant wornan that
dances them (the men don’trmater half eo much of cowres). .. Torm and Mr.
O Teill ard I were the anly ones that voted for the foregn dances "

she also resanted the dosing down of WP, Byan’s wealdy, The Irish Paasant, In
IGIG, due to pressure frorm Cardina Logue. According to Jasob 1t had offandad
hirn by treating the cergy as ordinary people with whom one could argue and
disagraa. In losing The Iish Peasant [raland “lost a splendid organ of dwilicad
natlonal thought and aaltare” and she noted In har autcbiographsy:

I becarne a bitter ant-cleric and fresthinker. And roy feelings 26 a worman
helped in this; the rale monopoly of the pristhood eeatned tomean ourage
onjustd ce and made me hate the whole inetifadon for it inguetice e well 2 it
tyranny, and [ never to thie day @n eee why other women do not feel thic ae
I did.

One of Jacob’s axellest polit eal activitlaswas In 1011 wAth Inghim dhana hEireann
in Waterford That vear the King and Queen of Bngland wisited Dublin, and as
the Oueen’s narne was lay, the authorities decidad to have all the arys of
[raland pay wribute through a collaction of slgnatares to be presentad to the
roral couple. Inghinidhe na hEireann ciradated a rapudiatlon. of this to ba
slgned by as many [rish arys as possible. Going from house o0 housa colleaing
nanes was & huge ordeal for Jacob whose shynass made opening the subject
afrach to sach woran simply agony.

Dhalng this time she was also lnvolved with Priends’ Reliaf, a Oualcar
group ln Watarford The work exposad her to the poverty In rural and wrban
Wataford and she <was alectad secretary of the Cormrritres for Soclal Bdomm
in Watarford Civy. The corurvites addrassad lssuas such as ganbling in tha
streats and drinking, which they belleved conwibuted to the povarty of women
and dhildran. Wambare Interviawad priasts and police 1n the dry, and wisitad
farnilies in the shans to recornwmend thern for relief prograrms. Her -anitings
chiomwr that Riose was sansitiva to har olass position and erities] of the patronising
approach of some rmembars of the committes

Jacob had been wvisting Dublin aach siprone after har father’s death In
1007, staying with Jesephine and Benily Wabb, dose friende of her Avmt Hammah,
Frorm 1912 w0 1010 shetwavalled to Dublinrmore ragulaly, ecpacially for auffraga
and (aalle Laague meatings and lacnar e, while ramaning 1n Watarford to cara
for her seni-invalid mother. She spaake of thase visits as highlight in har life,
allowing har to rake flends with othe saffragisrs and solidifying parconal

& B.cearnord Jacob, Diaries, 19 Dday 1907, Iie 02,482 (14), Jacob Papere, INatonal
Library of Irdard , Dublin. (Hereafter, Jacob Dian es).
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ralatlonchips. The meost notable was with Hanna Sheshy Skdfingron, whom
she first mat 1n 1015 and whe basame a lifd ong frlend. He antagonian tomwar &
the church was augmentad through her caompalgning as 2 suffraglst Affar cha
had read 2 parmphlet on the position of wornen by Father Kane che noted, [h]e
gats a Bt rodxed towards the and . . . but the upshot 1s that women should have
the wvote but no more than that, and should be always subordinate to men. Ifis
a daplorable thing to have sudh 4 panphlat clrcalating with divine authoney
about the country, bt that's what cornes of Christlanity. @

Jacab bacwrne a mernbar of both the dvarormen’s Pranchise Laggua (IWEL),
founded in 1¢08 by Hanna Sheshy Skeffington and Margarat Cowusins as the
first [rish suffrage sodiaty prapared to use militant matice,? and of Cumann na
mPBan, founded in 1014 as & women's ausdliay to the Iish Volunteas? and
contributed to the suffaga-first versie natlonfirst debate arnong natlonalist
farninise. In a later to the suffrage newspapar, the Ixnsh Cifizen, In 1014 che
wrote

It hae been eaid, in jusificadon of the frish Cifzen’s present policy, that there
man beno free ration without free wornen. Thie & tTae In one eenee, but the
tertn ‘a free nation’ may be weed in twro diffarent cences, aither to axpres a
nation of fee dfizere, or 2 nation free from foreign conwol; and 2 meton
rraet be free in the latter serse before it can be free in the forrmer. Political
right conferred on Inekrsrormen by a forelgn govermment would bea misarable
eubstifute for the @me rghte won, even three years later, fTom our own
legelative asgembly. The b Cifizen hae two theones on thie subjecs, to
which it dinge with dogged pereierence Omne 16 that every rationaliet & an
obedient follower of M. Bedrnond; and the other ie, that eo long ae wotmen
haveno votes, they have no dury to ther country. The Jvish Ciizen’s idea of
pabli c duty e that we natioralics chould atandon for an indefinite Gme, and
even oppoee, the cuce of national iberty for the chance of geting the vote a
few yeate earlier than we might otherwies get it. The worman who d oes this ie
a tnae euffagiet, no doubt, but no one @n call her 3 nationalier.

I eappees no eelf-resp aching wornan will d ey that the rmernb ere of Curmarm
namBan. . . will be mach to blame if they do not inelst on ther crganiation
being represented on the Vohmteare exacimive, and that all poeeible presare
ehould be browught to bear on themn todoéo. But [ do not thinke any nat onahet
woman @n be blamed for prefernng the work of providing rifles for the
volunteer: to being mmetnacted, by Ire Pethicle-Lawrence or any other
Englichwornan, 26 to the ideale of natd onalisen for which ehe ghould amive ™

Vobid, 8 uly 1013, Ie 3z 58z (24

4 Sae B ocernary Cullen Onwrene, Swashing Timer A Histowy of e hush Women's
Sefuzge Movem ent 188-1g22 (Dubling, 1084).

? Ward, Unmancgeable Eavolutionavies, pp. B8-247.

* Pooearnord Jacob, Tetter”, vish Cléizen, 30 May 1914, Quoted inMargaret Ward,
In Theay CQwn Veire: Women and rih Nefonelizm (Thubling 10040, pp. 42-3.
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Whila che amtidsad the Insh CGfizen for sedng “avery natlonallst as an obedlant
follower of Wlr. Redmond, the laader of the Ish Palivnentary Parey, sha
lrelstad that “Crrann na mBan . . . will be rooach to Blarme if they do not insler
on thalr organisatlon beng represented on the Veluntears amecutlv e, arguing
that Currann na mBan needed the same saronoray that Inghini dhe na hEireann
enjoyed and et share dedslon maling at the highest laval of the Volintears.

In 1014 John B edmondinssted on naring terenty-five of his cwnnomineas
to the [rish Voluntears’ Provislona Cormenittae. Bacause Radrmond had refusad
to lndude the women’s wota 1n his Home Roale Bill, the 'WEL wrged Carnsnn
na mbBan ‘o declare their absolute opposition to this agr ssment on the grounds
that Redrnond . . | forfalted any right to have an organisatlon of wormen woarlking
on hie behalf” When Curnann na mBan failed to respond, the I FL daplorad
“the sllent acqulascence of the stecatlve. ™ Jacob was opposed to Insh soldies
fighting for England and activaly demonstrated against Redmond’s cornpalgn
In 1014 to recralt [rsh Voluntears into the Brivsh Arroy, Ara reguiting rally in
Warford Jacob was ramovad from the platfornm wheare che displayed a suffragier
postar opposlng the war. She was also srongly opposad to World War [ regarding
1t as an nparlalist wear, unopposad by the Chirch, and fought for the banafis of
a pattlarchal systern In Decarnber 1014 she wrote that “all the Great povwars
wrara to blarne, Garnany not the last, that 1t 1z an doquant tasthmony to tha
uttar fallure of any systarn of religlon or morals to dwilise the haman race, and
a roalancholy ewanple of masculine govarmrmnent, ™ *

IWany of the lssues Jacob was inwvolved with surfaced in her firer nowd,
Calloghan, written in 1013 and dealing with the pavod 1912-14. Its central
fomas Is the relationship berween Prances Womrin, a Protestant suffragist and
Aloyeias Callaghan, 4 Catholie landlord and natonalist who jolns the [nsh
Voluntears and opposes Redmond’s stratagy of supporting Brimin in the war.
Callaghan assurnes that Frances will give up har work after thelr marrlage, bur
1= foread to grapple with the conecept that 3 woman might have public dutles
which semned to he so [#] mportant as 2 man's."™ The novel also deals with
savaral of the other confliets within rich Iife atthe tme: the suffragiers’ campalgn
for the v ote; the Involvernent of the [vish Volunteers 1n the world war and the
redlstanics to British recuinnent In Ielind; and public ravoion to Protestants
marrying Catholles. The novel ends in an agnosphee of desmuctlon, daspar
and chaos, raflaming the fubuleance In the lves of those lving theough tha
pariod, particularly those who chosze to be politieal. Callaghasn did not find &
publishar untl late 1920, Both it conternporary poliieal content and Jacob's
location in Waterford may have contributed to the delay.

Y WWard, Unmanagasble Do oletiomaies, p. 196

T Jacob Diaries, 31 Dec 1014, M 12,582 (27).

5 Roamond Jacob, Callzghan (published wmder the peeudonyrn F. Winthrop)
iCrubling, 1020), p. I74.



Losamond Jacob I73

In 1017 she was chosan to reprasent Watarford ac a delagate at the Sinn
Fain Conventlon™ -where she won a comrmitment to wormean's suffrage ™5 She
had asked Arthur Griffith on swhat franchize would the futwe Constitaent
Accarnbly be alesed, and "Griffith answarad plainly that whatev = the frandhiza
was, It would Includa ther, which 1= thae stral ghtast staterment he has erer mada
on tha 1:u:-in1:.”15 Baforae the conwention Jawob and other wormen rembers had
dizezzad the nead that the Conwentlon “should daclare uneristalably for a
republic, and the danger of Griffith’s non-republi canlsm and autocratle spirit:
and the sutramne wroubls they had In fordng ax women onto the axecativa
against the will of Griffith and Milroy ate. ™ For Jacob and others 2 republie’
rreant one based on the French and Ametican demoaatie models rather than
Griffith’s alm of home rule under 1 monarchist constitution. Dharing the
convation Countass Plunlkat, wife of Count George Plunkatt, the firet Sinn
Fain candidate elactad In 1917, and mother of the exenated 191§ rebel, Joseph
Plunlkatt, hosted a receptlon at he home for the women delegates which amead

to hnk up all the women in S5inn Fén dube and encoumge then to be achvre
and educate themeeves and take part in all polifical life of thedr district — and
tohink up other wornen’ orgameation: tooand encourage all to do Farmimier
wrork t:,ga:her.ﬂ

During the 1918 elactlons Jacob canvassed for de Valara in the Watarford araa,

bt was partloualarly Intarastad In Sinn Faln women candidates as she wrote 1o
Hamna Sheshy Skaffington:

I hope Il eee your mame in the list of aodidates . . . I hope the DThblin
Wornen at leaet are eRming themeslves to get women candidates eelected —
wormen inmoet other parte of the courtry are too eattered todormuch. . I
eeatrs to e the imp ortant thing for Meh suffraget to be doing at preent. [
hop e thes won's Ty to Dan wornen a6 independent mndidates. . . That would
be hopel e averywhere, Tehonald tunde, and would give the impreséion that
thet didn™ care about the rational eeae ™2

™ The armual mesting of the Sinn Fén Party, Thic convention was held after the
releace of the 191§ prsoner and saw de Valerm’s decion to the preddency of Sinn
Fan

Nard , Uemanageable Bavelufionavies, p. 1216

nﬁjamb Dianes, 24 October 1017, Ie 32,582 (32).

Wikid., 1 October 1917, Ivle 22,582 (2.2).

¥ Ihid., 26 October 1017, Ie 32,582 (32).

% Sheakr Sk effington Papere, e 24,108, INational Library of Irebnd, Tuablin Chaoted
in Ward, Jn Thay Chs Feice, po 81
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Howav e, by the following year Jacob and Sheahy Skeffingron were concarnad
at “the lads of farminiem arnong Sinn Fan women 1n the provinees.” ™ And by
tha tine tha firer ich il matin 1019 Jacob had “lost 2 graat daal of Interastin
1t on account of there bang no wormen 1n 1t and couldn’™ raspact It vary moach
althar, for the same reason.’™ From this point on, Jawob’s political enargles
lncreasingly turned to lssues that were lgnored by the natlonalist momenton
swaeping the counny, Tha following langthey, b ralling, quote gives hay anadyels
of the historl sal and psychologlea rapact of colomaismn and of thelove colonisad
natlons can devalop for authority and cencorship:

Allnatiors are aabject to thic d eire to enforce the will of the maj ority without
regard to irdividiel rght, and thoee who are not woubled with foremn
interference have lee ex e than we for vielding to it. Bur the lees iberty we
allow each other now, the more will kabit of percaciution and mental and
moral elavery flounch among 1w afrer foreign inoabue is removed. |

Ina ration eitaated ke Ireland | which cn only avoid national extincd on
by maintaining 3 peapetual emate of defercive reisance ageiret the offorte o
abeorh her of the sironger eate who davrmne anrhorty over her, one of the
dangere moet difficult to gmuerd againet & the lowenng of the value set upon
irdividiel Lberty. | .

Thenensrork of Britfeh prohibit one and penrriseions whi ch eurounde @
gecrme to breed inwe nota diehilee to the whole roublesorne Inealtng wrannose
epirit of the thing, but a desire to sat up 2 dirnilar epeten of prohibitions and
pemrnied one of our own We rnnet have our own perrmite, ouwr own ceneote. In
epite of — or perhaps becnee of — our perpenaal fight for ratioral freed om, the
prindple of authority bae tan tirmes i oore wedght with 1% than the prindpla of
Lberry, We love authority, We don’ feel comformble except when we are
told by our own native authont e what we may do and what we may not,
what cinerna pilobur e we ray ese, what Surday papere we may read, what
dances we may dance, what men we may epeak to. It & one of the evile of
foregn domination that by the sate of war which it occelons, it 6 engthens
the natiral learming towrarde authority and rrees acion, and wealkene 1t vicn e
cerse of the imporance of individual lberty, Ve find that nothing @n be
done without union, we muet act together; and to enewre thie a carmin
cornpuleion — of preare’ — eeatne neceseary. Bril breede evil, necaxitates
el =

In 19245, one yaxr adber ha raothar’s death, Jacob moved to Dublin, For thefire:
vaar cha lodged with Hanna Sheshy Skaffington in Rathmines, svengthaning

®* Jacob Duanes, o0 Anmaet 1018, Ie 12,482 (14).

=X Jhid., 21 Jammary 1010, e 32,482 (34).

* Bxcerptfrorn anarticle ‘Individual hberty” by Jacob writtenin 1920 for Ax Gebeil
Tippal, hand-written on plece of paper incerted in diary, Jacob Diares, Me 32,
siz (a7
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thar ralatlonship, and growing exwemely fond of Hanna's elaven—yaar-old son,
Caren, She had bean srongly Influenced by both Frank and Hanna Sheahsy
skaffington’s work with the Ixsh Cifizen, to which che harcelf ragularly
conftlbuted. In addition to frlendship Hanna providad anintellesnial engagarment
which Jacob valuad Both were cormitted faminists, rapublican-natlonalises,
actlvists and wrlters who regularly sonsulted sach other on current 1ssaes, often
reading drafe of sach otha’s writing or lartars to the prass.

Cinee in Dublin, she began to aaively seek a publisher for Callaghen and by
March che got har first rafiaeal from Maunsall's, rammwking in he dlary, T wish
they would give sorme idea of why they refused it” By Septarmnbaer of 1920
IWartin Lastar had acceptad the novad though they insisted that Jacob remcve
‘most of the suffrage lachure. ™

Jaeobs raovato Dublin also lad to har inerassad a divity In the Irichrrormen’s
Intarnational League (IIL), founded in 1918 as the Irish branch of the Wormen's
Internatlonal League for Paace and Preadom (WILPE).* 5he had bacome
mnvolvadinthe Laague when hving in Wateford. In 1020 che wasmade cacratary,
a position she had for moach of the following dacsds. In the sammer of 1921
Luey Kingston and Jacob wrara the Irish dalagates to the WILPE confareanca in
Vienna. While they were In Vienna, the wuce in the Wi of Independence
carne Into force on I July and was followed by negotlations betwaean tha
Brivish governrment and Sinn Pain,

Jaechb, like many rapublicans, opposed the Treaty that was dgned in
Decarnbar and accaptad by a Dl majority in January 1gzz she regardad
dorninlon status and the oath of all aglanes to the crownrequired of Dl depuaties
as a betrayal of the republic ratified by [ail Bireann in 1§10, and wrote In her
aatoblography: ‘T had falt how wrong 1t was to have no women among the
delagates, and falt then that, had there bean even onewoman, that waaty wrould
naver have baan slgned.” Howev e, har frlands and colleagues war e thoroughly
dividad on thelsmie Many manbas of 1L, incuding Luey Kingston, supportad
the Treary. 3o did he brother Tom and, fom then on, they diffarad a good
deal on politleal leses

The civll war followed On the rmorning of 28 June 1022, after hearing
faroelous firing all the latter part of the night, clasa by apparently’, Bose found
onbuylng 4 newspaper “that the Pres State Aoy wasattacling the Pow Cowures’
she want down to the quays to look, and stood a while with & @owd ar tha
cornar of Parliament 5t lstaning to the big guns and watching the dome of the

* Jacob DMaties, 21 Septamber 1920, M 12 582 (37).

*1 The Intermatioral O orrendthes of Wormen for Fennanernt Peace was fourded
1914 and in I19IQ renamed the Wornen's Infermmational League for Peace and
Freedorm (VWILPF). See B oearnary Cullen Charene, Vi ormen and padfierm in Ireland
I10I4-1032"1n Marmnn Valivhe and Fary OTrowd (ede ), Woemen and Tvish Hifovy
iCrublin, 1007, pp. 220-38.
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Four Courte lna sencalass cort of way . . . [ want most of the aftencon wandering
arcund High ot Bridge 5t ate. from a disessed spirit of curlosity. ™ Within o
days she had made Inquiries abourt the Fed Cross and found a Trade Union
place callad Tara Hall, full of girls rmaking bandages. Thay showedme how and
I worked there 1l dinnertiyme ™#

Jazob waras part of the wormen’s dd agatlon crganised by Wlaud Gonne, which
atternprtad to nagotlate peace batwean the Eapublicans and the Fras State ar
the outhreak of hostlities The wormen rmet on 1 July 1922 at the Manslon
Housa, thrae days after the bombing of the Four Coures

Then the more or lese Free State women; MM D epard, I, M cBnde, Agnes
O"Farrelly, Edith Webb, ard L. Bermett 36 3 neatml went to interdess the
goverranent and e back reporing ae follows — they epoke of the suffering
of the people ard the need for peace and got the wewl cort of anewers fom
Snthth, Collirs and Cosgrave. Coggrave seaned anmious for the Dl to meet
and eaid it couldd be surmoned for Tueeday, bur Criffith nudged him o
make him ebnt up. Miee Bermett and M. WcE acked if they would let the
R.epubli mre evacaate without giving up their arme — Sriffith said no, thesy
reoaet give up thedr anre. IMme bc Bode eaid that they cartminly wooald not
d o, and that itwould be better to let themn go with their anme than to ehell the
city. They were firrn on this (though Colling eaid he didn't know why the
republicne didn't go horne with their anme nowr, 2e thers eeamed nothing to
etop thern) and Griffith said the lives of all the ministere were in the greatest
danger. . .

[tdidnteeanm much ues eending a deputat on to the republicane, buatIdiee
Bennett eaid it would be wery unfair not o —ehould at least chow then there
wrer e gotne T epubll ;an w omen who wanted peace | and not putall the burdean
of gailt on the govermiment — eo Mre Sheehw-Skefingron, Mre Connery,
I Jobneon, Mie Bennett and Iwent.™

Inlate Dacanbe of the following year, Jacob would find haerself mpriconad by
the now Pree bBtate goverrwment. Hanna Sheehy Skeffington departed on
republican lechare towr, and asked Jacob to stay at he housa and e care of
Crvan. Hanna had given har leave to cheltar any IRA maembars who asked and
Jazob lant a roorm w0 sorme rapublican fyplsts. Just after Christrmas the house was
raldad by Praa btare detactlves who diseovarad republican publications. Jaeohb
was arestad and brought to Wountjoy prison, where she shared a call wath
Dorothy Macardle, the republican wnite and filend of da Valera In prizon
Jazob’s main fears ware of bang kept there indefinitely and of beng expactad
to go on hunger stike if sorne serlous grievance toned up, Afte 2 month of

*5 [acob [Manes, 28 June 192z, e 32,4982 (41).
¥ [hid., 10 [une 1922, Me 12 482 (41).
! Jacob DManes, 1 July 1022, Ie a2, s82 (41).
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Inearcaratlon, a petltlon slgned by ovar forty relatives and frlends obrined har
relaaza,

Jacob's arrest s undoubtedly an embamasament to WILPF, which falr
cornprorrlsed to havelts honorary secratary mprisoned because of her allagad
assoclation with the republican sy *¥ Meavetha e, aeob and other rapublican
wornen conflnued to carmpalgn for better conditions for the rapublican prisoners
In Jalls and Internement earaps throughout the Ciwl War (1g22-23) and unnal
thelr ralease In 1024 . In the late spring of 1925 Dorothy Macwe dle and the other
rapubllican wornen wae ralaased. Jacob and Maeardle bacune close frlends,
sharing a flat in Rathmines in the later yewrs of the decade.

Tha swnalsnies that corsaned Jacob’s politiesd activian contimally spfacad
in he fletion. The Trowbled House wras waittenin the early 10202 but not publishad
untl 1938, Sat in 1020 duwing the Wi of Independanca the nowvel sxploras &
nuwrbar of thermaes through the eyas of the nawrator, Margarat Cullan. COne s
the sazifice of a wornan's 1dentlty to that of the men In her faraly:

What a quesar thang it wrae thatmy lifechould be ep ent thiae, alrmoet enfirely o
lowe and care arnd fear and thowght and ared ey over three men and a boy.
WWae I nothing buta being relative to thern without real esdetence of my own?
Each one of theyn led hie owmn life, had hie cerdre in hie owmn eoal, 26 3 loaman
aeature should, but I ad no purpoee or doving force in mwelf nothing that
wae ind ependent of thern 2

Thiz theme 1z Juxtaposaed to the las conswained lvaes and srongly suggastad
lashian relationship of faro artlsts, Josephine and Mz, whose lives intarsact thosa
of the Cullans. Dabatas abowut the meits of padfian varax physieal forea parvada
the book. Confi develops around the solicitor father’s Sworldly prudence’
the [RA actlvian of one son, Liar, the pacfian of the aldest son, Thas, and
the haro-worship of Lism by the fowrteen-year old Roddy who nuns rmeesagas
for the [RA all cbsarvad thr ough the eyes of thelr mothe | who acts as madiator
and negotlator.

Tha plot cantras around the Crolea Parle lnlings by tha Brigsh foreas on 21
Movarmber 1921, a raprizal for the previous night’s klling of elaven undareovar
Brivich agent. By choosing to harbow Liam (on the run afte assassinating a
British ymdercover officar) Mz and Josephine hava their smadio raded and thair
art destroyed Theo 1 Involved In an [BA ambueh when Liwn 1 l, and the
Cullan horme 15 ralded by the Black and Tans who baat Theo In frone of his
mother and Booddy. At the end of the nove Liam ascidentally Iills his father in
an arnbaash on the Beitlsh arny. This act of panld da suggests the ravnowal of tha
old establishrmment — the colonlal servants, represented by the fathe and his

% See Cullen Ohwene, “Wormen and pacifiern in Ireland’
* Pogarnond Jacob, The Trewbled Hewse (Tubling 1038, p. 45
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actablichad lawr practies — to malke way for the emegenca of a4 new natlon.
Throughouat the book woops patwol constantly; peopla live In fear, and life 1s
disruptad by cnfaws and rads, Withour aither glorifying or condemming war,
Jazob eallsinto question its vary natare, the kling of othe hanan balngs,. On
another secala, she axarines the emotlonal and peydhologleal mpact of war on
the Individual, the family and soclery. [t seems likdy that the realistic portasyal
of tha pariod and its wolatile matarial dalayad publication of The Troubled House
untll 1058 after the success of her history, The Rise of fae Uniled Inisfimen.

Az tha Pras 3tate bacarnemore consarvativ 2 and Insalar In its polldes during
the 1020s, Jacob and othere began looking to Burope and beyond. In 1924, as
honeorary sacratary of W ILPE, Jasob wasamong the organisas of 1ts [nternat onal
Congress hald in Dublin. As one of the fewr rapublicans within WILPFE, and
consd ous of the politlcisatlon of the congrass, che attarnpted touse her influenca
to sea what benefit tha republicins could gain from it She aven et de Valara
to disenes the possibililas, but did not fael the rmeeting achieved maach *®

Arthe congrass’s Minonty cormniesl on, Jacob prasanted the Fich Minonsy
F.aport and expandad on the cath of alleglance to the crown of England talan
by Irich Dl deputias under the 1922 Traary. Hanna Sheehy skaffington “rnada
ann axcellent wswme of British Imperialiam in [reland, past and present to the
[rep avia o cororviesl on though Jacob noted that ‘taany of owr cwm coraritas
would have highly disapprowed. T any of the kish membere of WILPFE
disagraad with Jacob’s and sheehy Skeffington’s wlaw that Ieland’s dominion
status and the oath of all aglanes made the Treaty unaceaptabla*® In a latar dary
antry for the sune congrass Jamob notes, Tlrmportant resclutlons and such all
this moming, Interesting to see how 1t was the republicans only In the rish
delagation who woted for anything advancad, such as a resolution against spacial
lagidation for the “proteetion” of women In Industy [and)] resolutlons against
colonlsatlon et 2

In Aprnl of 1928 Jacob resigned frorm the Sinn Fan party, Just weeke afta
the Ard Fhals at which de Valara resigned. She later jolned Flanna Fall, the new
party which de Val@a astablished to anrer the Dal and ovarnwrn the Treaty by
constitutlona means. In Way of 1027 she was appointed offidal secretary of the
Faelle Laagae She resgned the WILPF sacrataryeship, finding both posinons
too much work, Howeve, she continued to spend much of her energy In
WILPF and, In 1924, she and Hanna sheehy Skeffington raprasantad Iraland ar
the WILPFE congress in Prague Thess conferances allowed Jacob to meet and
Intaract with wornen of different natl onalitles and sthnicitles. She was patladaely
concarned with the conditions of women workes in iIndustriadised natl ons and

¥ Jacob [TMan e, 28 Jamary 1024, e 32,582 (<1).

T 0hid, 1o July 1026, e a2 582 (510

¥ Zea Cullen Onrene, “Wormen and pacifiern in Ireland”
3 Jacob Danies, 14 July 1024, Ie 12,582 (53]
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the autonomy of amall iIndusrlal natlons in the face of Meang mperlalisom aooss
the globa At the swne thme she continued to work for women's rights In the
naa Praa dtate. In this contest an ongolng lssue for Jacob throughour the 10200
was the governmeant afforts to rarmove wornen from Jury sarvice >4 aspadally in
vasas of sax offences, By 1028 she waites that the ‘[wihole jury panel for Dublin
wall ed — mot one wornan on it She was a manber of the Irish Women Citlzens’
and Loed Goverrvnent Ascodation (W CLGA) ¥ ona of the roain faminist
pressure groups keeping a close eye on leglslatlon affecting wormen as citlzens
In the Pras State Strategles indudaed weiting o the Prass, [lobbying] of the
Oireachtas and clrcalating leaflats. ™ Buat by 1034 the situation was no battar,
When a Jolnt conunittes of wormen's organlsatlons sought an audlenca with da
Valara to disaiss wormen police and women in the new constitution, Jacob
recorded with lrony “how [de Valara] could racdwe no deputation — but he
eould racaive tha Garmman foothallars all righs. 4

Dhawing the years 1g28-58 Jacob’s dlary entles often menton depresslon.
While reasons for the dapresslon are not offered, it 1= not diffleult o nagine
her faaling marginaliced as she saw the natlon to whidh she had glven owver
taanty vaxrs of canpalgning for wornen's rights and Independanca rmoving
towards a cultural 1declogy imbued with Catholiclam in whidh wormen weare
arpactad to confine therealvas to the homae On s parsonal leval she was
experlancing growlng tenslon berween hercdf and he rmmediate farnlly and
friands at home 1n Wasarford, raflected in the following argurment during a
Christrngs wisit:

WWent badc to the Limes and began walldng of [Aunt] Maya — Tom started on
hewwr roen an't eand her, and when [ eaid it wae pardy ther own fadt, he
rounded on me and told me [ wee hlke her and 1t wae geting impoesi ble to
talk to roe becaee of tny ant-roen obesaon .. When [ protested that ereryone
didn’ ees me like that, and that people in Dublin could get onowith me all
nghtand bk ed me. .. Tom [ think eaid ves but what sort of people were thesr?
It didn’t ocour to thern that any of the wrongness right be on their side. . .
[They] think I am wasting and T etting away my life stmong thee intolarable
Dhabhn peoples?

* See Maryarnn Valialie, ‘Trefining ther role in the new smte Mdvswromen’s protest
againet the June Ac of 1927, in Cenedien Jeramal of Frish S#edies, =i, 1, (July
I002), pp. 43-60.

¥ Jacob Danies, §f October 1028, Me 32,582 (6.

3% For more onthis period (1922-103 7) and the IFCL GA see Mary Clancy, ‘Aspects
of wormens contribution to the Oireachtze debate inthe Free Smate, 1022-1037,
i Mlana Luddy and Chora Murpher {ede. ), Wemen Seaviving: Shediesin Fish Women's
Histovy in the 0" & ao0® Centivies (Chabliny, 1000), pp. 200-232.

i, p.o2oT.

¥ Jacob Diaries, 29 October 1036, Me 32,582 (80,

¥ Ibid., 4 Januaary 1027, e 32 582 (540
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Howava, decpite these diffarances cha remainad axramely dose to Tom and
hic wifa, Dorothea, and confiniaed to visit them In Waterford droughout her
lifa

Blasistance to women’s progress In sodety 1s the theme of Jacob's
unpublished third nowvel, “Third Parcon Singular’ 4 Written In the late 10206
and set betwean IQIR-I020, It taclkles the conventlons surrounding marlage,
adultary | love and frlendship and & parochial varsis commopolitan viaw on lifa
and rdationships. The protagonist, Vidlet, is married to Wr. Ambrose, who 1s
dotrinearing, arrogant, concaltad and has lrtle raspect for his wafe. When tha
unrnariad Hugh MadWevin confassachiz lowa for her, she reciprocates. MNathar
sea what they are dolng as remnoral; rather, they argas 1t would be nrneral of
they ware not frue to therrealv e and allowed the prassure of family | friends and
socletal nomns to ovarrlde thelr dadslon to be together. Instead of the salf-
sactlfleing Yietorlan style heolne who tells hivn she lowvas hivn buthas to rermain
with the huchand cut of duty, Jacob’s protagonist stays frae to har Instinets,

The “third parson angula’ 15 Constanea Woore, who also loves Hugh
IWMadMevin, Constanece ls unorthodoxin every sanse of the word and not unlika
Jazob. 3he 1z agnostle, seen as unfarminine, confrontatlonal, speaks hay raand,
does not care for fashion and does not date men. she has bean sacretly in lova
with Hugh for iz yaars Inetasd of the maro wormen compaing for the roan,
Constanee provides sanetuary to Wiolet at he cottage by the coast In Co.
Wateford The two women become close, and the refuge providas the space,
conwarsation and support to renen sorne Individudity and 1dentity o Violat.

Both The Troubled House and “Third Parson Singular” are women-eantrad
and thelr protagonisE speal thelr minds on toples such as sesaality, religlon and
athles. In & wery real sance these novals are a direst response to the amerging
state, IInde the reszletive conditions that followed the firer Cancorshup of
Publicatlons At in 192§, such a taxt as "Third Peson Singule’ posad a direcrt
affront to the raviced’ directive and meorals of the Pres State, whidh perhaps
arplains why the novel was navar published. Three dacadas later, aftar Jacob's
suceass with the historiesd fietion The Rebel’s Wife, she revicad “Third Parcon
slngular’, vat falled agan to find a publisher. Jacob’s fears about the mindlass
followaing of suthoriey,voleadin har asrller assay on Tndividual Liberty’, appaar ad
prophatlc.

For Jacob and others the cancorship act was a ma]or step In the Praa State’s
departure from the asplratiors In the stuggle for independence. Dwring the
divorce debates In 1928 she agaln noted har faar that the ‘state 1= to be mentally
govaned by aghority any attack, for insanes, on the insitute of marlage,
will be banned ™ Both Luey Kingston and Jacob felt that the Bucharletle

#* R.oearnond Jacob, “Third Person Singular’ funpubliched ramscnpt). Jacob Papers,
Ivle 09,119,
4 Jacob Dianies, § Ocrober 1028, Ie 32,582 (609
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Congrass of 1032 markad the take-ovar of Catholle and consavative thinking
In thae Praa State 4 * If “Third Parcon Singular’ can be regarded as Jacob's parsonal
statarnaent, she alsa lat those In powrar knowar hiowr she falt., Inoa lattar to Pranlk
Fallaghe | who bacme the first editor of the Iish Pres In 1031, regeding the
proposed Cencorship Bill of 1059, she explained *[JJust bacause I think the
sensorship bl so ridiculous, [ would rdrain from saying 4 word about 1t outslde
Iaind, basusa it's so harrvallatng that the world showld laarn thar thar 12 the
sort of thing the Irish do when they gat the power. ™* Andin a latar lettar she
arpandad:

What I object to wee eimply the dear implication in the article that all the
books ceneor ed were written for theeake of ind ecency. That e what eeerme to
me g0 eseantally unfair; that is the atitide that pute cersohip people éo in
the wrong, and gives the irmpression that they are igneorant of what thesy are
writing of .+

In 1620 Jacob formed a Protectlon Comamittes to ‘Investigate the arest and
eontlnaal ra-mrast of cartaln republicans, but also for those republicans wha
waelosing thdr jobsto enployersand to sand dapukatl ons to these ernployars 45
This waras at the raquest of har frland Frank Evan, whomshe had metin 192410
a Gadle League Irish dass taught by hirn. An IR A member since he was
sixtean, he had been In prison sampe In 1023, When Roosa mat him ha was 2
student at [niversity College, Dubling, and one of the laaders of 1ts republican
alarnent.

Jacob’s polities alsa br ought her Into contact with actlvists around the waorl d
In 105%, atthe raquest of A E. Russe]l,‘*ﬁja eob was Invited to becorme & marmnber
of the Dublin Cormrittas of the One Hundred of the Thraafold Movarnent —
Union of Bast and Weast Laague of Maghbours Falowship of Falth, which
workad for the raalization of paace and lrothethood — through undersanding
and nalghbowlines — bararaan paople of ALL MNatlonalitlas, Baces, Culnaras,
Clasgas, Conditlons and Creaeds ¥ In 193¢ affer attending a lecture by Mr
Chalkravarty of India on non-viclance, she wavelled to England -with Luay
Kingston as WILFE repracantatives to Interviaw Chalwavarty and lean mora

about Gandhi's use of non-viclenee for political purposes. In 1052 Jacob was
alactad to the comumittes of the Indian-Irish Independence Laague Dhaaing

= Jhid

4 Frank Gallagher Papere, Ive 18,353, INatioral Library of Ireland , Chablin,

H Jhed,

43 Jacob Papere, Me 33, 230

# 4 E. (Feorge) Rusell wae a central figure of the Ineh Literary Fevival, which
inchd ed Tronaglae Hoyde, W37 B Yeate and [, Symge, among othere.

47 Jacob Dianies, § Avwgust 1030, Ile 32 582 (640,
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thizs parlod cha was Involved with the Intenationa Disamament Declaration
Cormanitres, The conuerittes coll ected f000 dgnatares for toml disarmament of
all the ralitary powrers In the world, which was cantto 4 dsomament confaanca
unde the auspleas of the Laague of Matlors In 1052 They recalvad support
frorn Chualcar meeting houses, and also by canvassing cinema quanes, whee on
one occaslon Jacob and Luey Kingston %oled away for one and a half hours,
and did wall, garmting ninety names on thelr disaraament pattlon. W Ay Jazab's
requast the Cormnittes also wrote a latte ‘protesiing agadnst miliary show at
the Bucharistle Congrase 9

In 1051, as an Irish delegate for the Priends of the Soviet Union (FOSELT),
Jaeob wavellad to the TTESR, at the invitation of the Central Trade Union
Coundl of the Soviet Union. Her interast dated back to her participation in 4
farnine ralief fund for the IT55R, in Dublin in the ealy 1920, and sha was &
longtime supportar of soclallam and adrirer of James Conmolly. Of the orgina
delagation of saven, only two succeadad In getting passports, the roajorlty bdng
rafused ‘on the grounds (glven by the Ministe of Justica) that they wae nor
sultable peopla to be allowad wist the UT55E. " She wavallad as a writer and
Jowrnalist, aceorapanied by Weag Connery wravealing as 2 working housewifa.
IWMeg Connary had been a member of the [WFEL and "WILFE, and also, wiath
Loule Bannatt, a kay organizey of the kish Wormen Workes Union. Thay
sallad from London to Leningrad with the BEnglish FOET dalagates. The roaln
lesues Jacob wished to inwastigate werae, “the progress of wornen in the TT55R,,
the evary day home lifa of the worlers and peasants, and the means by which
rallgl cuas tyranmy has baen ovarthy camn, ™ In i roeeting with Soviar officlals sha
inquired abowut the mumber of wormen In high positions, and was Informed of
wornen chalring “The Union of vl ediesl Health and Sanitary Works, the Tantila
Unlon and Corurissar of PFlnance In the Rustlan RBepublie ™ Ac raigious
parsecitl on was the chief lssus In antl-sovliet propaganda In [reland, she visitad
four churchas within a mila of their hotel “aith carvices proceeding’ and “In tha
cathedral of the Redesaner, pralares In magnifi cant vesprents ware officdating
baforeaa consldarable congregation.” 3he knaesw It was not posabla In one month

4 Cratey Lawrence Swanton, Emagng from te Shad aw: the Laces of Srvah Anne Lauversen
and Lecy QOlive Ringston, Besed on Pasenel Diavies, 188 7-10fg (Dubling 1004), p.
I22

42 Jacob DManes, 24 IMarch 1932, e 12,582 (40).

# ibid., 21 May 1031, e 32,582 (d0). The diary entries and note on her mp extending
onrer 3 threeweels period record obéervat one cortradictng radit onal aeawnptiore
of the Soviet UTnion.

5 Draft report of the Ineh Foends of the Soviet Undon (FOSTN delagation to the
Sovier Union, May 21, 1031, Jacob Mameaipte, Ie 33,220, [H aeafter, Draft
R eport].

* Jacob DHanies, 23 Mlay 1031, Ile 52 482 (64).
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to sea rach of so vast A counwy or know firet hand of conditiore bayond whar
appeared onthespface Shethought the grstarn of the Roed Arroy “esgraor dinasily
wise and urrilitaristle; aspadally the attantlon pald to keaping the Road Arwy
men ln the closest toudh with the life of the cormmunity, and the provision
made for the etemption from military sarvices of men with genuine raiglous
convlclons agalnst war.”™ The most spedanalar avent of the wislt was the
dernonstratlons at Eevolutlonary 3quare on I Way, Prom a hotal baleony cha
“wratched for three howrs, four processlons at onece conveging on Fed square
—no and of bannars and slogane and carleanares of Popas and wradears, capitalists
and politidans, sand the people walking so casualy and so fll of spontanecus
ardhuslasrn — It was the most sianning evldence of popular faaling 1rma ginabla
When Jacob eventaally jolned in and walked through Red Square she notad
ther e was ‘not one worman In the govermment group on the Lanin fomb.” She
beliarad “that the new order [had] gone far to abolish powarty, that 1t [had]
whole heartad support of the paople, and that they [warae] showing a degres of
sanity In the work in bulding up a new awlisatlon which no other paopla
[Rad] wat approached. ™ In har end-of-yaar notes she racordad that she had
glvan four lacturas on Roassla after her renon, one with Connery atthe Mansion
House.

In 1034 Jamob and Hanna sheehy Skeffingron atteroprad unsuccassfully o
form an antl-capital punishment group In Dubling The Civl War had sean
reany axmascutions of republicans by the Frea State, leading to bitter divisions
within the country. Jacob’s thoughts on the subject of sate-sanetoned killing
are axprassed In har assay, “The right to kil weitten as a raflaction on seaing
I¥igil by A E.. Fanning at the Abbey Theatre, in whidh three prisones of war,
tachnlecally “rabals’, are caprmad by the govemrmant army. In the play a lawr has
bean passad “that all prisonas takan In anms are to ba chot” Ta Jacob this lawr
‘ralees sach roarders entirely out of the redm of orime or viclence, making
than ace of loyal obadienee to the state.” She argues that soldiaxs ‘ohaying
ordars from abowe’, ralinguishing than of personal responsibilivy 1= not moraly
Justifiabla.

Pacopla may bave to subordimate ther judgerment to that of the etate, but moaet
thet gnbordinate ther conéegence! [t 18 not quuite the eame thing, They mary
obey lawe which they think are ill- contmived for eecarng their objects, but
that i rather different fTorm cormiting, in cbedience to order, ack which
are in themeslves obriowe aime. Muarder, for inetmnce When authority
cornrnands the violation of all hurnan and Jarndly feeling, authonty ough to
be left to do the job iself Ler lagiclator and judges who balieve in cpial

% Doraft Boeport.
# Jacob Draries, T May 1931, Ie 32 582 (66).
*% Doraft Boeport.
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prruehiment be the hangmen, let military goveamrrente moader their rebel
prieonere with their owmn hande, let roinietere who dedd e on ware bed eprivad
of all epedal protecion, or better eqll, put in the most dangerowe place that
can be fourd #

Afte the referandurn which passed the 1937 Consitution, Jacob joined the
Wormen's soclal and Politleal Leagus isoon to be renwmed as the Women's
sodal and Prograssive Leagua), which aimed ‘o rooniteor legielation affecting
wornan, 7 Har response also Indudad lamrers, artides and storlas which sha
wrote during the 19308 Shewas a ragular comrlbutor to newspapars throughour
the decade, most frequantly to the Insf Fress, whidh publiched five of her storles
In 193535, Arnong thelr thanaes werae Irish history, rish folllore and fraa spaadh.
H crarevar, har rmost artleulate and extencive rasponsa to the eroslon of demo oratle
Hghtswas a boak thatwould rdlac the inermat onal seope and saeular Intentlons
of those who bagan the swuggle for indapendance From thelate 1020¢ to tha
rnld Ig5os she put ronach of har anargy Into the resaarch and weiting of The Rise
of the United Inishmen 1701-1704, par® of 1t appearing weakly In the Republican
nawepapar, As Fhobladi Published in 1937, the book’s madn foeus iz from
1701, the founding yexr of the United Irishmen, to 17¢4, when they <wara
cutlawad by the Britch govermment.

The Rize of fhe Ulnifed Inshmen 1s Jacob’s most lmmportant work of non-
fletlon. Ha resaarch on the parlod took atnost 3 decada to complate, 2 dacada
that colndded wath the glaing revesl of dermocratle and prograssiva thinking
in the Fras State. Prom the divarce debate in 1028, to the rewriting of the Inch
Constitutlon in 1455-7, Jasob was compiling and rewriting for & contenporary
audlance an Interpratatlon of 4 plvota parlod in Irish history “whee paopla
devaotad thar lives to Independanca, freedorm of raliglon, and the nght of all
men [s%] to vote.” He foous on the past was an attempt to lhaminate the
tnlsdaads of the prasant.

The bock offered an explanation of the United [rish movearnent, 1ts mpact
on the parlod and 1ts relatl onship -with the warlous organisatlons In the county,
Induding the Catholie Corarmittes, the Voluntears and the Defenders. Tha
comprehanslve Introductlon providas a brief samenaey of events from the
plantatiors of the seventeanth century wp to 1791, she saw the plantations and
the penal laws as @ eating a split county where ‘raro dvllisations, two languag as,
two natlons, two ways of life, dwalt, conflieting together, in 4 country, one
congquarlng and possessing , the othe andaved; and the broadline of darmareation

bataraan tharn was rel:i,g_in:-n.’SS

# R osarnond Jacob, “The right o kill’, in frelzsd Todey, Aprl 1037

37 Hilda Tweedy, A Link In The Chain: The Séovy of rish Hewsavives Associstion 1942 -
mpge (Tubbng, 1002), po I0.

£ R cearnornd Jacob, The Rise of the Uited Fishanen 1701 -1799 (London, 1037, p. 13



Losamond Jacob INT

The 1791 Daclaration of the Unitad Fichinen eallad for “a cordial union
among a4l the people of Iraland’, and a radieal reform of the represeantmtion of
the people In parllament to Indude Iishmmen of avary religlous parsaasion.
Jacob wiawad the dedaratlon as 2 frning polnt in kish history, writing that
bafore 1701 there waeln the county only the Britich colonise and the arelavad
Irish; afver [1701] partles took 4 new divislon — those whe stood for privilage
and foralgn govarnwneant, and thosa who stood for an Irish nation, damoerate
and self-governed.” While this quotation did not make it into the body of the
publishad tasr, [acob’s colonial analyels parrnaatas throughour Prom a demooratle
visapolnt, she found one faule with the Unitad kishrmen’s declaration that it
“ralees 1t for granted, In perfact goodfaith, that thare s but one sexin haaniy,
and that rnale. The idea that women were hman baings, with haman rights,
had not ccowred to anyone, axcept WMary Wollstonecraft and Thomas Pane’
A chief tenat of the United Inshrmen <was internat] onal brotherhood, and one
chapter specifically daals with the flendly relatlonship betrween the Ulnitad
Irichrnen and the solatlas springing up 1n both Beotland and England as a resalr
of the French Fevolution.

Follawing the suscass of The Unifed Insfimen Jacob finally found a publishaer
for The Troubled House, though Jacob herself funded the printing costs. Having
wialtad savantean yaars to ba published again she enjoved the renewead Inte ast
In her worl, and In 1458 she was Invited to glve a radic broadeast on "Dablin in
I'}‘QE.’ In Dacarnbea she gave lactire on “The YW ormen of I'}‘QE.’ In Q30 che
was & partlelpant In a broadeast on Tationality’, and diring the same yaar
prasentad a wlk on “Androcenmle Cultura’

The 104 o5 ware a difficult parliod in Jacob’s life. In financial tarrms the cost
of iving had risen due to the war. ® Sha also lost several close filends. The first:
was Pranle BEyan, with whom she had worked daring the late 1g20: Boyan had
fought in the ntermnational Brigade for the republicars In the Spanish Ciwl
War, 1038-30. He was talten priconer bur, because he was a geanaeral in the
brigade, Pranco refuced to release him afrer the war. In 1040 Jacob headed a
carnpalgn to free himn. Though operating through the highest diplomatie
chanmals, whidh incladed L. H. Kanny, the Irnd Ambassador to Spaln, the requast
want unheadad. By the following vewr Jacob lost contet with Eoyan, and 1n
1045 she racelved the news of his death.

She maoved in with Halan Wedinlay, a fiiend snea the 1020s, to care for
and nurse hear | as her physical and rmental health detariorated for sevaral vaars

“ When Jacob lived in WWaterford che did not nead a job, 2 thers was income cat
aeid e for her whileehe cared for her mother. Afrer her mowve to Duablin in 1924, it
16 ot clear whether thieincome cover el herincreaged expenees. By the 19308 che
eupplernented it by jowrraliarn , history and ficion MNever able to afford hea own
apartroent, ehe char e with diffarent wormen during her forty years in Dublin and
Liwed roodestly.
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bafora her daath In 1040 Dharing thesa vears Jacob also lost he close friends,
Hinna Sheshy Skeffington and Luey Fingston's hushand Swik. She found
consolatlon In the i that he only nlece, Margarat, and nephew, Chiis, had
mowad from Waterford to Dubling, affording her the opporrunity of getting o
knowr them battar. She contimied to write and to be politically active. By 104 2
she had completed “The Maked Trwh’, a play which sketched the life of Wolfa
Tone, which was navar publichad. For rauch of the dacada she was honorary
secretary of the Women's Sodlal and Progressive League. By 1gd % the end of
the war slgnified for Jacob the and of 2 constant nightmarae of thinking what 1=
golng on abroad, and makes a slight brightening of rnatarial prospecE’, though
she noted that the "[A]ll as are as repualslva as vlctors always are, and the Baussans
do tharrsalv e o eradit ™™

In 1044, she moved to Charleville Fioad, Fatherines, to share the top floor
of the house with Luey Kingston. Hare che spent tha last aleven years of har
lifa. The srrangarment workad well for both wormen who had been flends and
political collaagues for alvnoet thivty yaars. Laey wras then char and Booss honorary
secratary of the Wornen's Sodlal and Prograsive Leagus In har sarly sintlas ar
the thne, Jacob lved an active physieal as wall a0 intall aetiaal and polities life
Hea hioyde continaed to act a5 ha madn form of wansport in the clry, and she
ragularly hilked in the Dublin and Widdosw rmountaine,

Dharing the 10405 she published a munber of arficles in the newspapars,
thoughrmudh of he enargy wantinto producng three tazts. “The MNalked Tramh’,
The Baven’s Clen and Matllda Tone: A Wamoir’. All want unpublished The
last wwras the most ambitions. Her interest in Martha Withenngron, lmown as
IVanlda Tone, the wife of Wolfe T one, developed during her research for the
Eise of fhe Unibed Insfomen when sha noted:

All we kmow of Matlds Tone i contained in her hixband e autobiographsy,
in two of her letrere and an account ehe wrote of her life in France with her
children bepsreen Tone's death in I8 and her marmage to Henry Wilkonin
IR14. But o the materiale, mntlicngly incomplate 2 they are, we Jnow
her, and we gee her 26 a hnaman beng earpasesd in quality by ecarcaly any
-:ha.ra-:ta’ﬁﬂ our hietory, althongh in that hietory, techmically epealdng, ehe hee
no place™?

Ilartha Witheington, at the age of sixtesn, dopad with Theobald Wolfa Tone.
Thawr ralatlonship was basad on rmaaal raspaet, must and understanding. Thay
disenassad averything, shared the swme politieal opinlons and his adhi avements
awrad randh to he support. Watll da tolerated swhat Warlanne Elll ot charactaricas

f’”jamb Diaries, 81 Decamber 1044, Ie 32,582 (T14).
ﬁ‘jav:nb Papere, Ivle 33, 107-33 (246).
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ac tha accantielty and lmpuldvenass of Tone’ She took racponelbility for
raleng and educating thelr children. Affer Tone's death, the rwenty-nine yaar
old Matlda wwas laft dastinte iIn Franes with three children to support. With
the help of Thomas Addic Brmet she sacurad a widow's penslon from the
French Arry. Having lost taro of har childran through faver, Matilds won a
guarantes for her son Willlarn's French naturalisation by personally presenting
a lattar of appeal to Mapoleon. This saawad Willlan a place In the Inparial
Cavalry 5chool at 5t. Garrnain. Por elghteen years in France she was susmined
by har love for har son and the spport of Thomes Wilson, a 3cot she had mar
on he voyage to France from Ameiea, and whom she married after ninetean
vears of friendship. When Willlam mowved to the Unitad States, the coupla
followad, first to Mew ¥ ork and then to Washington, I'C. Thare Matilds
lived untll he death in 1844, aged saventy-rina.

Jacob had finichead “A Ivlarnolr” by 1952, but, filing to find a publisha, che
rawrote the tert as historieal fletion, which in 1937 was published as The Eebels
i3 Tha following year, to Jacob’s dalight, 1t was awrardad "Book of tha Yaar’
by the Women Wiites” Club. She was honowred at their 23™ Anniversary
Banquar, whare Oraren sheehy Skeffington’s speach on Jacob was, for har, tha
best thing in the T,rear."j?' It 1s evrlous to see how the literay aities viewead the
wotk, The reviaw In the Irish Time: offes an exarple:

At the precent titne, when frorm one reason or another the feing genemtion
in Ireland seeme to be forgeting the deeds and sagifices of the brave men
who roseindark and evil daye, it i 2 relief to find the sory retold with euch
evrnpathetc indenetand ing and hieton cal ac,-:.:ni:j,r.'f'*

Tha raviewar elida the centrality of the farnale protagonist and rilsses tha
polnt. While the story 1s iIndeed ‘retold with syropathefic understanding and
historieal aceracy’, [acob’s focus s not on the brave men” bar on the sreangth,
bravery and endurance of Watlda Tone.

Dhuaring the 1g30s Jacob continued to be politically active, working closaly
with Luoy Kingston in WILPFE, and both wormen attended 1ts 1058 corference
in Birroingharn in England In the same decada the ramaining manbas of the
MWCLGA, incuding Jacob and Kingston, meged with The Irish Housewivas
Accodation (JTHA). Founded in 1042, the origina v of the [HA s %o unita
housaaivas, so that they may realise, and gain recognition for, thalr right to
play an active part in all spheares of planning for the conamunity, ¥ It first fo e

& bl aganme Elliot, Wolle Tone: Propheé of ish Ind g enderre (I emr Haven and Londorn,
1080

% Jacob Danies, 1 Decanber 1948, Me 12,582 {164).

B4 Fyish Times, 14 Fabruary 1048,

85 Towaedy, A Link in the Chain, p. 112,
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was on consumer dghte, but It coon adopted a farniniet agends cormemirted to a
real equality of libeties, status and opportunities for all parsons. ™ [n 1061, one
vaar aftar Jacob’s death, Luey Kingston's comgments about 2 meating of tha
[HA offar sarme Inslghts Into the role Jacob had played in the organisation:

Wty refrogr eelve atnoephare on any quest one, 1nchading echool meals,
nuresry centres etc. | newver rise Fooee o greatly ac on these ocoael one, ehe
never ler anything in the rature of 3 badosrach towarde ant- farminicemn pase
without protest. WWieh there weare more ‘protesants’ in thie cenpe 7

In the last couple of yaars of her ifa, Jacob was a mamber of the Canpaden for
Muelaar Dicarnmarnent (CINDY). 5he balisved that maclear testing was hamfial,
acpaclally to unbom children and was conecemed with the dissenination of
truth, as opposad to what she parcalvaed as a consplracy o keap the population
lgnorant about large areas of nud ear physles novw kapt secrat’, and thelr use In
craating large seala waapons ... which destroy people Indisairinatay’, rathar
than “for useful work, ™ Howerar, the CIND s afforts to educate the Irish public
bacarne antanglad with othar polities. Ar 3 Civil Libarties Counell meeating In
1048, when someone suggested & public meeting against nudear weapons,
‘Dorothy Macardla object[ad] to anything definitaly against thern and talking
of “the enerry”™ meaning Fouassla. It was deddad berter to have a public meesting
on Preadormin tha Theawe” Jazob corenentad with sorme ronsy, that “[n]udear
Waip ons are not axactly connaected to clvll hbaty hera ¥ Until the end of her
lifa she was also 2 menbe of the Aot -Vivisectlon Soclaty, 3 contloaatlon of
her sarliar work with the Sodety for Prevention to Cruelty to Anirmals, and
both, no doubt, diresly connectad wo her ifd ong corenitment to vegatarlanian
In 1050 Jacob lost he brother Tom, after a long llness. Kingston noted thar
‘sornething s gone out of Fose’s life — quite Irraplaceable.”™ What was gone
was tha spedal fMandship thay had shared throughour thaly ves Thar asly
vaars of 1solatlon frorm other children, thear parents” unorthodos beliefs, and
thalr physleal proxiraity untll Roose moved to Dublin all conwibuted to thair
closeness.

In 108> The Raven’s Clen, written in 1¢43 but repeatedly rejected by
publishars, finally appeared in print. After the succaess of The Febel’s 143 Jacob
had reviced both “Third Pason Singule’ and The Raven’s Slen. The Raven's
Clen rowes outslde the confines of Christian rdand and reinvents a wadition
of matrlardhal lineage since arased frorm [rsh history. Its intended audienca

% id., p. 18

o7 Swanton, Ewmagng frem the Shadow, p. 147,

o4 Shanahan Papere.

% Jacob Diaries, 7 Fabruary 10458, e 32,582 (161).
¥ Swanton, Emagng frem the Shadow, p. 154
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appears to ba adolescants and 1t cantr as on the advantares of 4 group of teanaga
souslne on holiday In the Qe of Inasl in County Widdow, They encounsaer
a Ivliez Kdlly, whosereal namealsWlor 2° Challigha i directmarilinesl descandant
of the Calllaadh, origina keeper of the Raven’s Glen, who dates bade to a pre-
Christlan ara in Irish history. Wor lives alone at the top of the glan, and 1=
consldered a witch by the losals.

Tha duldren meat Wer, when one of the boys cuts his lag, and sha treats 1t
with habs from he goden. When the children aceldentdly stanble upon a
hiddan torab at the end of the hag’s road’, the “oldast path 1n the glan’, Moar
ravaals har true identity. She explains that the tomb is “the grave of the woman
that was the firet keepa of the glan, more cantarles ago than anyone lmows ...
The Caillaach they call ha ™ Charactaristically, Jacob does notignore therole
of the Catholle Church in the desgusion of the old culhreandreligion as Woaor
axplaine that the little dunwrdh across the rivar was balt on the ate of 4 clochan
belonging to the Calllaach which was pulled down to bulld the duwdh, Wor's
graatast faar, that when che dias “hare’ll neve be another [callaach]’ 1s reliavad
when her nlace, Worean Kally, bacornes her apprentice and the waditlon of the
Callaach 1= sacurad.

On 24 septanber, 1050, Jacob and Luey Fingston spent four howrs at the
[daal Hornes BExbabitlon “aying to lntar et peoplein The Dish Hewsnuife rmagadine,
and ancourage thermn to Joln the assoclatlon. ™ From thee Jacob was making
har sway to Harold's Cross Hosples whare she regulaly vidtad some aldaly
people, reading and wmlking with then. As she was crossing a streat she was
knocked down by a motorist. She was brought to the Meath Hospital
unconsclous, suffering from head Injurles and broken lags. She never racoverad
sonsclousness and subsaquently confracted pnewrnonia. she died in hospital on
Chetobar 11, 1080, politteally activa to the end. Of her funeral Luey Kingston
would late raflact: way large marmber, a ‘reprecantative’ funaeral, but so many
things to reprecant!7? Thase worde aptly caprared the breadrh of activitlas thar
ancornpassed Rose Jacob’s world.

Jacob’s wrorle and life have bean neglactad by Insh ltarary eritles and
historians pehaps because both were so uncompromising with regad to the
lssuas of [rish indapendanece, raliglous fraadom and wornen’s rghre Both har
wilting and politleal work dhallenged the riling athos 1n the country. Her
agnostle and rapublican beliafe differad in almmost avary raspact from those of
most of her class and contaenporaries. Jacob’s work was too wolatile, too critied,
for the senabilities of an emerging parlarchal state The resstanca to her kind
of political convidlors are roirrored in the reluctanes to publish he work
Today, all her pravicusly published -work ramains out of print.

"R cearnond Jacob, The Raven's Glen (Dubling 10647, po 144
® Swanton, Emeaging frem the Hadow, p. 156,
T Ibid., p. 156
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The thraads that weawve through all Rosamond Jacob’s years of politieal
actlvlty are her faminlet consclowmness and her unwaverlng Inslstence on
adueating both men and women on thar rights and responsibilities as cltlzans.
F.apresanting a contimarn of politieal actlon spanning halfa cantary, ha work
wras accormplished within a nation which was first a colondal state, later the Irich
Fres State, and then the Republic of reland. Ower the yewrs Jacob’s walting
reflacted har amate awmranass of patlarchal conmol of Instnatlons of posrar, and
the lntersectlon of this power with gender, semuality, class, ethnicity and
natlonality. She was a vislonary and a global farniniet, who spant her ifa forraing
coalitlons by @ ossing class, gander, athnic and national boundaries. Har politice,
principlas, athles and hananitelanismn are ralavant to many cowrrent lsoaaes,
Including women's reprodudive right in the Republic, the peace process in
Meortharn Ireland, the Fapublic of kdand's relatonchip to global eapitalizm,
anirral rights, and the continued threat to publie health and the environrnent
from nudear weapons and Industtlal pollutlon. Powr decadas afte her daeath
parhaps wa are raady for a new appradatlon of Jacob’s Ife and weitings,
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